Fairhope Public Utilities

IRRIGATION METER INFORMATION AND CONSIDERATIONS

An irrigation meter can be a great investment for some homeowners, but it isn't the right choice for everyone.
Because water used through an irrigation meter is not subject to sewer charges, it can provide long-term savings for
customers who regularly irrigate their landscape. Before deciding whether an irrigation meter is right for you, please
review the information below.

Irrigation Meter Deposit Form

BEFORE YOU PURCHASE AN IRRIGATION METER
Irrigation meter service is connected to your existing water service on the City side of the meter. When your
irrigation system is running, you may experience reduced water pressure and water volume inside your home.
The City installs the irrigation meter only. It is the homeowner's responsibility to hire a contractor to connect the
irrigation system to the irrigation meter.
An irrigation meter eliminates sewer charges on water used for irrigation only. Based on typical residential usage,
the time required to recover the cost of installation is generally between three and five years.
Irrigation meters are read year-round and are subject to a monthly minimum service charge, even during periods
when the irrigation system is not being used.
Once an irrigation meter has been installed, installation fees are non-refundable.
Typical installation time is approximately 10-14 business days but may vary depending on workload and field
conditions. While appointments are not available, we will do our best to accommodate unusual circumstances
when possible.
Please do not schedule sod delivery, landscaping, or irrigation installation until you have confirmed your
installation timeline with the Water Department. Unforeseen circumstances may affect installation schedules.

WATER CONSERVATION & IRRIGATION TIPS

Efficient irrigation helps conserve water and can reduce utility costs.

Water only when needed. Many landscapes require less irrigation than homeowners realize.
Water during the early morning hours when temperatures are cooler and evaporation is reduced.
Inspect your irrigation system regularly for leaks, broken sprinkler heads, and overspray.

Adjust irrigation schedules seasonally to account for rainfall and changing weather conditions.
Avoid watering during or immediately after rain events.

Because every soil type is different, watering needs can vary. Aim to apply 4 to 1inch of water per
watering to support a healthy root system.

Review and follow the applicable City of Fairhope Water Conservation Ordinance requirements.
CODE OF ORDINANCES, SEC10.5-51-SEC10.5-56, ORD. NO. 1682

Questions?

For questions regarding irrigation meter service, please contact the Water Superintendent at 251-928-8003.
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