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1.)Sparkleberry (Vaccinium arboreum)
The sparkleberry is a unique member of the blueberry family, growing over 10 feet tall and producing a twisting, irregular shape. It gets its name from its shiny black berries it produced in late summer and fall. 
This plant is highly adaptable, drought and heat tolerant, and extremely popular for wildlife gardens.
2.)Laurel Oak (Quercus laurifolia)
While it loves wetlands, it is commonly used in urban areas as a shade tree due to its fast growing and attractive foliage. Getting its name from its smooth, thin shiny leaves that resemble those of a Laurel 
plant. Its acorns provide valuable food source for birds, deer, and squirrels.
3.)Longleaf Pine (Pinus palustris)
Once dominating over 90 million acres across the southeast, this tree now covers a fraction of that today. Known for its unique growth pattern, it starts in a grass stage which helps protect from wildfires, and 
can quickly grow into a tall, fire-resistant tree after a few short years. This tree is now the focus of large restoration efforts due to its importance in both forestry and wildlife conservation.
4.) Hickory (genus Carya)
Known for its strong, dense wood, and distinctive compound leaves, this tree also has rough and shaggy bark which adds to its rugged appearance. It produces an important food source for wildlife with its 
nuts that are enclosed in a hard shell. It is commonly found in well drained woodlands.
5.)Smilax (Smilax rotundifolia) 
Also known as greenbrier, these rapid climbers use their tough, prickly stems to climb over trees and shrubs and form thickets. Its waxy heart shaped leaves are easily recognizable and boast stems filled with 
thorns that help deter herbivores. While often considered a nuisance, its berries are eaten by a variety of animals, and its sharp thickets provide safe cover for small prey.
6.)American Holly (Ilex opaca)
This slow growing holly boasts leathery, prickly leaves of this evergreen stay green all year round. It helps provide important cover for wildlife throughout the year. It produced bright red berries in the fall, 
acting as an important food source for all types of songbirds.
7.)Water Oak (Quercus nigra)
Recognized for its distinctive spoon-shaped leaves, this tree is a semi-evergreen and retains its leaves well into the winter. The water oak prefers moist soil but can tolerate drier sites. Its acorns provide key 
food sources for many animals and have small flowers that are pollinated by wind.
8.)Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora)
This iconic evergreen tree is prized for its large, fragrant white flowers and bold, glossy green leaves. The tree also produces a cone-like fruit that reveals bright red seeds which are eaten by a variety of birds 
and mammals. These trees are not only valuable as ornamentals but also provide excellent shelter and nesting sites for wildlife. 
9.)American Beech (Fagus grandifolia)
This native tree spreads its low-growing branches wide. Its glossy green leaves provide dense shade, slowing growth of other plants in its understory. Its easily recognizable bark stays smooth and gray as the 
tree ages. Its prickly pods open to reveal beechnuts, a favorite food to birds and mammals. This tree is easily identified during the winter due to it retaining its dead, light-brown leaves rather than losing them.  
10.)Devils Walking Stick (Aralia spinosa)
Getting its name from its thick, thorn-covered stems that resembles a painful walking stick. Crowing with a central stem, it is known for its large, compound leaves and umbrella-like flowers. It is key to the 
environment due to it being popular among pollinators and its small black berries that are valuable for birds and other wildlife
11.)Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum)
Commonly found near rivers, streams, and wetlands, the silver maple is popular due to its rapid growth and tolerance to poor soil conditions. In early spring, this tree produces red/yellow flowers before the 
leaves emerge, followed by winged seeds known as samaras.
12.)Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica)
The Black Gum is popular among landscapers due to its striking fall foliage and resilience to growing conditions. Its small flowers are a key source of nectar for pollinators and provide fruits for birds. Its sturdy 
wood is commonly used for carving bowls and tool handles due to its resistance to breaking.
13.)Titi (Cyrilla racemiflora)
This semi-evergreen is valuable to the ecosystem due to its late summer flower blooms; it provides an important source of nectar that is readily available. After flowering, it produces small fruits that commonly 
persist well into winter. The Titi plays an important role in wetlands providing cover for wildlife, pollinator support, and soil stabilization along water margins.
14.)Cinnamon Fern (Osmundastrum cinnamomeum)
This fern thrives in moist, shady environments like stream banks and wetlands. It’s a popular choice for naturalized landscapes due to its lust texture and structure. While it dies back during the winter, it is a 
key source of cover for small animals during the spring and summer.
15.)Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana)
This perennial shrub produces small purple berry-like fruits that are eaten by a large variety of birds. It is typically found on the edges of woodlands or in sunny openings. Beautyberries are a popular choice 
for native gardens.
16.)Muscadine (Vitis rotundifolia)
This native grapevine is primarily known for its thick-skinned, sweet grapes that range from green to dark purple/black. It grows in trees or along the ground and is largely popular among home gardens and 
commercial vineyards in the southeast.
17.)Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) 
One of the largest deciduous trees in the Eastern United States, the sycamore is easily recognized due to its large, palmated leaves and patchy bark revealing smooth, a cream-colored surface underneath. 
This tree provides key nesting sites for larger birds like hawks and owls, and older trees commonly serve as dens for raccoons and bats.


